
 Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment 

DRAFT Notes of the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment Steering Group held on 21st September 2015, in Room 119, County Hall, 

Taunton, Somerset 

Present: Orla Dunn Public Health Consultant, Somerset County 

Council 

 Dave Boyland Somerset Healthwatch 

 Malcolm Riches Somerset County Council Insight team 

 Nigel Woollcombe-Adams Local Pharmaceutical Committee 

 Pip Tucker Public Health  

 Shaun Green Somerset CCG medicines management 

 David Ward NHS England Area Team 

   

Apologies: Trudi Grant Director of Public Health, Somerset County 

Council 

 Nigel Woollcombe-Adams Local Pharmaceutical Committee 

   

1 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES Actionee 

   

1.1 Members of the group introduced themselves and apologies, as above, were noted.  

   

2 MINUTES  

   

2.1 Minutes of the decision not to meet in person in July 2015 were formally approved.  See: 

http://www.somersetintelligence.org.uk/files/Somerset%20Pharmaceutical%20Needs%20Assessment%20Steering%20Group%20201

507.pdf 

    

3 BRENDON HILLS DISPENSING SURGERY – RELOCATION  

   

http://www.somersetintelligence.org.uk/files/Somerset%20Pharmaceutical%20Needs%20Assessment%20Steering%20Group%20201507.pdf
http://www.somersetintelligence.org.uk/files/Somerset%20Pharmaceutical%20Needs%20Assessment%20Steering%20Group%20201507.pdf


3.1 The group discussed the relocation of the Brendon Hills surgery from Washford to Dunster, already approved in principle by the NHS 

area team and agreed to issue the following Supplementary Statement to the PNA.  

   

 We have noted that the relocation of the surgery: 

 Is a pragmatic decision made in response to a very specific event (the loss of a surgery in a private house as a result of the 

retirement of the two, married GPs on site) 

 Does not have to be to a site within the current boundary of patients’ residence 

 Will be mitigated by the delivery of medicines to Roadwater 

 Will maintain separate budgets and patient registers for the Dunster and Brendon Hills practices. 

We also noted the presence of a Lloyds 40 hour pharmacy in the nearby town of Williton. 

We conclude that while this is a disruption to provision of medicines for the population it is not significant and does not require the 

current PNA to be rewritten. 

  

   

 Action: PT to arrange publication of supplementary statement on the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment web page.  PT 

   

4 GLASTONBURY – CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND RELOCATION OF BOOTS PHARMACY  

   

4.1 The group discussed the changes proposed for Glastonbury and agreed to issue the following Supplementary Statement to the PNA  

     

4.2 Change of ownership, relocation and changes of hours for pharmacy provision in Glastonbury are proposed, and have been agreed in 

principle by the NHS Area Team.  These involve the change of ownership of the Boots pharmacy at 2, High Street to Pure Health, and 

its relocation to Glastonbury Health Centre.  The move would also see the 100 hour contract expire on 21st November 2015, to be 

replaced by a 40 hour contract; with hours extended to approximately 60 hours per week.  All current services will be transferred. 

We noted that: 

 



 These changes do involve the closure of one Boots pharmacy on Glastonbury High Street, but the other, at no. 39, will remain 

unchanged. 

 The changes will see the reduction in total pharmacy opening hours in Glastonbury. 

Both diminish the service available in town. 

However, we also noted that: 

 There is a continuing 100 hour pharmacy at Tesco in Glastonbury 

 There is a 100 hour pharmacy at Sainsbury’s in nearby Street, as well as the two 40 hour pharmacies in Street town centre. 

 No local representations had been made against the changes. 

We therefore conclude that the town of Glastonbury continues to have a good provision of pharmaceutical services, and that the 

changes are not significant and do not require a rewriting of the PNA. 

   

 Action: PT to arrange publication of supplementary statement on the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment web page.  PT 

   

5 WINCANTON  AND BURNHAM-ON-SEA  –  CHANGE OF HOURS  

   

5.1 Minor changes of hours in Wincanton and Burnham on Sea.  

   

6 OTHER ISSUES RAISED  

   

6.1 Crewkerne Pharmacy – Palliative Care Specialist Medicine 

The absence of such services from the Chard, Ilminster and Crewkerne GP Federation (now referred to as a GP Commissioning 

Locality) was noted in the PNA Section 1, 11.1.3.  DW reported that this service is now commissioned by NHS England from 

Crewkerne Pharmacy. 

 

 

 

   

 Action: PT to arrange publication of supplementary statement on the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment web page.  PT 



 

 

   

6.2 Flu vaccination 

Flu vaccination is reported in the PNA as a pilot (Section 1, 4.4).  NWA reported that this is now commissioned nationally as an 

advanced service, and about 80 pharmacies in Somerset are expected to provide the service, and will inform NHS England when they 

do so.  

   

 Action: PT to arrange publication of supplementary statement on the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment web page.  PT 

   

7 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

   

7.1 It was agreed that the next meeting be held in December.  A decision on whether a face to face meeting is required will be made two 

weeks before the proposed date.  

   

 Action: PT to circulate possible dates. PT 

   


